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Nestled into Toronto’s Leslieville neighborhood, Studio Pazo is a home 

décor and furniture shop like no other. Storeowner Leo Magi travels 

the world for pieces to add to his one of a kind collection that boasts a 

diverse clientele, and here shares some of his trade secrets with Plaid.

How did Studio Pazo come about? 

It sort of started in two stages. Because I’ve always been into design and 

things, I used to be just online—selling on a website mainly internationally. But 

I love the thrill of the hunt, and I am an avid collector of many things, so I 

guess you can say that obsession started it and the store sort of grew from 

there. We opened Studio Pazo about six years ago, and since then have 

expanded from smaller pieces to pretty much everything. 

You say you are an avid collector of many things. What did you begin 

collecting �rst?  

I �rst started out with Italian glass. A friend of mine lent me a book on Italian 

glass and I was looking through it and noticed the cover of it had a Dino 

Martin piece—with all these different colors swirled together. I thought, “This is 

it.” About the day after I found a bowl just like the one on the cover, and sort of 

went, “It’s worth how much?” Then I started getting more into the collecting. 

Is there a story behind the name Studio Pazo? 

It’s sort of a play on words a little bit, because pazzo in Italian means 

“crazy.”.But we chose one z, because we’re not quite there yet. Not crazy 

enough to be called crazy, but I do love odd pieces. I like things that catch 

my eye, that are a little different. 

Where do you search for the pieces that you collect, and eventually 

bring to the store?  

Since we have been open, there have been sort of two variations to that. 

We have been around for a while, so our furniture mainly comes from 

phone calls of people asking if we are interested in what they have. Other 

pieces, like light �xtures, etc, we go searching for it—as part of the hunt. 

We try to go to Europe every year or so, just trying to search for pieces. But 

there is no set place to go looking…if you spread your �ngers out enough 

times with people, pieces will begin to start to trickle back to you. 

How do you describe your own personal style? Is this a re�ection of 

what we �nd at Studio Pazo? 

The majority of my personal style is vintage, but with a mix, which is the best—

mixing some vintage pieces with new. There is a huge leather glove chair in my 

living room, a shag carpet, and things like that…but my sofa is new! Part of 

collecting is an occupational hazard because I tend to change things all the time. 

What draws you to collecting? 

The thrill of the hunt is the biggest part and excitement for me. When I 

physically have a piece, there is a joy there—I think the exclusivity of a 

piece and the uniqueness of it is a big part of what I feel. I like the objects 

that I come across so much because you don’t see them all the time. 

Who is the Studio Pazo customer? 

We have two types of customers that comes to the store: the utilitarian 

customer, who likes clean lines and simplicity, and then the customer who 

really knows the artists that they are buying. However, not all the pieces at 

Studio Pazo are for everyone…but I can assure you that you can’t get them 

out of your head [once you see them] because they are so unique. 

What makes Studio Pazo different from the multitude of other vintage home 

décor shops in Leslieville? 

My compulsiveness towards collecting is a big part of it—I collect more 

than anyone I know. When you actually collect and have a passion for your 

art, it makes things different, which I think makes us stand out. I’ve been 

collecting from a small age, but have never been a pack rat. 

What is your advice to those wanting to start their own home collections? 

Go with a brand name and quality when you are looking because those pieces are 

always the ones that are going to last. 
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Studio Pazo  
729 Queen Street East, Toronto

studiopazo.com
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